[Comparative observation of morphology and immunohistochemistry in rhabdomyosarcoma and fetal skeletal muscle].
The morphology of 50 rhabdomyosarcomas was compared with that of developing skeletal muscles from 20 fetuses and neonates. Vimentin, desmin, HHF-35 and myoglobin were used in labeling these specimens. We found that the consistent sequence, and intensity of tumor (express) markers related to the degree of morphological differentiation and analogous to the normal sequence in fetal myogenesis. According to the degree of tumor differentiation, we believe that different types of rhabdomyosarcoma comprise cells of variable degree of differentiation and are derived from primitive mesenchymal cells differentiating towards skeletal muscle. Histological typing of rhabdomyosarcoma is proposed to retain the WHO typing protocol while the best also being able to express the degree of differentiation.